Ju n e 2020
Dear HBA Members,
I hope this letter finds you and your families well. While we very much miss seeing
everyone in person, due to the limitations of the Phase 1 re-opening being pushed back
two weeks to June 15th, the HBA Board and staff have decided we will not be holding our
June General Membership Meeting.
This date in June would have been the date of our yearly BBQ, but again, with the
uncertainty at this time, we have postponed the BBQ/Silent Auction. We plan to
re-evaluate in the upcoming weeks.
The Home Builders Association of Central Missouri is here to serve its members and will
continue to maintain regular business hours.The office will be staffed during office hours;
however, the doors will be locked. If you need to pick up or drop something off please
call the office first.
We sincerely hope all of our HBA members stay safe. We encourage everyone to put their
families and businesses front and center. We will continue to keep you updated as the
circumstances change.

Sincerely,
Rachel Andrews
HBA of Central Missouri
rachel@hbacentralmo.com
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JEFFERSON CITY M AY AM END CODES FOR BUILDING PERM ITS
The Jefferson City Building Regulations Division is in the process of reviewing and potentially making three
modifications to the existing codes relating to commercial building permits, permit fees and the current
plumbing code.As the City continues to face financial challenges and is looking for ways to properly fund the
building regulations division to ensure reliable service and cost recovery for plan review, a draft ordinance has
been circulated to which they are gathering public comments.
The first proposed change would require that upon submission of a commercial building plan for review, the
applicant pay 20% of the commercial permit fee.This 20% paid, would then be credited against the full amount
due when the commercial building permit is applied for on a later date.The new process would allow the city to
recoup some of their costs associated with plan review for commercial projects that are presented to the city
for review but do not formally request a formal building permit.The HBA has discussed this proposal with the
staff in years past and has not objected.This change would only apply to commercial permits and not
single-family homes.
The second proposed change, modifies code so that the RS Means square foot (sf) cost estimator is changed to
the ICC sf costs to estimate the minimum construction value of new construction or additions.The city staff
feels this is a much more equitable and less time-consuming method for establishing construction values as
they relate to the construction permit fees.This change should have a minimal impact on the pricing of building
permits.
Lastly, the city staff has proposed a code change to the current plumbing code to allow for a new city license
for water conditioning contractors.This modification would be beneficial to several HBA associate members
and should be beneficial to the entire home building industry and home owners.

2020 M ISSOURI LEGISLATIVE SESSION COM ES TO A CLOSE
On May 15th, the 2020 Missouri regular legislative session came to a close as 51 bills reached final passage of
the over 2,260 filed.This session was unique as it included a five week break due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and created a major flurry of activity during the final three weeks of session.Overall, the 2020 session was a
success as the legislature ensured timely passage of the state fiscal year 2021 state operating budget and
several priorities of the leadership.The Republican supermajority successfully passed sweeping reforms to civil
justice litigation and property tax assessments, which were both listed as priorities at the beginning of the year.
As usual for the HBA of Missouri, the biggest legislative victories for 2020 where the defeat of several bills that
would not have benefited our industry such as statewide licensing of roofer contractors and mechanical
contractors.Several problematic landlord tenant bills were defeated that were also very problematic for
property owners.
Some success was found by the HBA working with all our partners in the real estate industry with the passage
of legislation that allows for the use of an online e-notarization process with the Secretary of State?s office that
should allow real estate financial transactions to continue to occur during the strict social distancing guidelines
established during the COVID-19 pandemic.
As you probably know, this year is a major election year for Missouri as all statewide officeholders are up for
election except for the State Auditor (who is coincidentally running for Governor).In the legislature, all 163
House seats and 17 of the 34 Senate seats are up for election.The primary election is set for August 4th and the
general election will be held on November 3rd.

NAHB M em ber s Respon d t o Com m u n it y Needs Du r in g Cr isis
Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, NAHB
members are meeting needs in their
communities. Below are just a few of the
many examples of members making a
difference in this time of crisis.
Clean in g f or Fir st Respon der s
Southwest Montana Building Industry
Association (SWMBIA) member Buffalo
Restoration utilized its skills as a damage
restoration and disinfectant company to
aid area police and fire departments. Th e
com pan y volu n t eer ed to disinfect dozens
of vehicles for the Bozeman police and fire
department and Gallatin County sheriff,
detention center, and search and rescue.
Fin an cial Su ppor t
84 Lumber, based in western Pennsylvania,
and its sister company Nemacolin
Woodlands Resort, don at ed $500,000 to
the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food
Bank. Its donation was combined with
funds raised through a challenge by a local

Bu f f alo Rest or at ion volu n t eer ed it s disin f ect in g
sk ills in Gallat in Cou n t y, M on t .

television station for a total donation of
more than $1 million, enough for more
than 5 million meals.
Wiscon sin Food dr ive
Racine-Kenosha Builders Association
(RKBA) and Wisconsin Builders Association
member Bear Homes LLC organized two
?Fill the Truck? donation drives at a local
grocery store. The drives brought in over
2,500 pounds of food and paper products
for Shalom Center, a Kenosha-based
shelter, food pantry, and soup kitchen.

OSHA Requ ir es COVID-19 Recor dk eepin g
OSHA on May 22 announced new policy requiring
businesses subject to recordkeeping requirements to
record work-related cases of COVID-19 on OSHA injury
and illness logs.
The n ew policy requires most employers to
investigate whether the illness was transmitted on
the job, but it applies only to employers currently
subject to OSHA?s recordkeeping requirements. Many
home builders are exempt from most of the
requirements. NAHB is working with HUD to make
implementation of the policy as practical as possible.

Fin an cin g a Hom e Wh ile in For bear an ce
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac have issued temporary
guidance r egar din g t h e eligibilit y of borrowers who
are in forbearance, or have recently ended their
forbearance, looking to refinance or buy a new home.
Borrowers are eligible to refinance or buy a new home
if: They are current on their mortgage (i.e. in
forbearance but continued to make their mortgage
payments or reinstated their mortgage); and, three
months after their forbearance ends, they have made
three consecutive payments under their repayment
plan, or payment deferral option or loan modification.

OSHA Con sider in g Tr ee Car e St an dar d
OSHA is considering a new standard on tree care
operations that could add additional requirements to
workers when dealin g w it h t r ees, including those on
construction sites.
OSHA states that fatality and injury rates for tree
trimmers are extraordinarily high and that there is
no existing OSHA standard for Tree Care Operations.

Gu idan ce on PPP
Loan For given ess
The Small Business Administration, in consultation with
the Treasury Department,
has released the Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP)
Loan Forgiveness Application
and detailed instructions.
The form and instructions
inform borrowers h ow t o
apply for forgiveness of their
PPP loans, consistent with
the CARES Act. SBA will also
soon issue regulations and
guidance to further assist
borrowers as they complete
their applications, and to
inform lenders about their
responsibilities.

Video High ligh t s
Im por t an ce of Hom e
Homes have been central
fixtures during the COVID-19
crisis, and will continue to be
as we move forward in the
months ahead. To showcase
the value of home building
within communities as we
rebuild from the pandemic,
NAHB has created a public
service announcement
video. NAHB members are
encouraged to sh ar e t h e
video via social media and
post it on their websites.

Su r vey Fin ds 22% of Bu ilder s Cu t Hom e Pr ices in Apr il
Roughly 22% of builders cut home prices
in April 2020 in order to bolster sales or
limit cancellations, according to the latest
NAHB/Wells Fargo Housing Market Index
(HMI) survey.
As a historical comparison, the 22% of
builders r edu cin g h om e pr ices in April
2020 is less than half the share who cut
prices during the worst months of the
last housing recession: 52% in May 2007
and 49% in March 2008.

price cuts in both May 2007 (7%) and March
2008 (8%).
Only 12% of builders think price discounts
are ?very effective? in bolstering sales/
limiting cancellations. A majority of builders
? 58% ? believe they are ?somewhat
effective,? and 17% report they are ?not at all
effective.? The remaining 13% are not sure
about the effectiveness of price reductions.

Builders who did reduce home prices in
April 2020 cut them by an average of 5%.
That discount is smaller than the average

Regionally, builders in the South (26%) and
Midwest (23%) were most likely to have
reduced prices, compared with much
smaller shares in the West (13%) and
Northeast (12%).

Job Losses Su r ged in M ar ch

Ok lah om a Adopt s Af f or dabilit y Law

The number of job losses in the
construction sector more than tripled
between February and March as the
economy was hammered by the public
health response to COVID-19.

In a victory for home builders and housing
affordability, Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt
(R) has signed into law legislation to limit
cities and counties from requiring purely
aesthetic building design that would
needlessly raise the cost of housing.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics Job
Openings and Labor Turnover Survey
(JOLTS) data reveals there were 618,000
layoffs in t h e con st r u ct ion sect or in
March, a striking increase over the
202,000 total in February and a 245%
jump over the 179,000 count in March
2019.
The March data showed that the layoff
rate in the construction industry surged to
8.1% in March from a 2.6% level in
February. This was the highest rate
recorded in the history of the JOLTS data,
which began at the end of 2001.

The m easu r e is a r espon se to residential
design changes proposed by several cities
that would prohibit exterior finishes such as
vinyl, wood and aluminum siding that are
otherwise permitted under all editions of the
International Residential Code. The cities?
proposed changes would make housing
more expensive, harming many low- and
moderate-income households.
The Oklahoma Home Builders Association
(OkHBA) led a coalition of organizations in
pushing for the legislative remedy.

HBA OF CENTRAL M ISSOURI
M ISSION STATEM ENT

Th e Hom e Bu ilder s Associat ion of Cen t r al M issou r i is an or gan izat ion of pr of ession al bu ilder s an d r elat ed in du st r ies, dedicat ed
t o ser vin g it s m em ber s.

We st r ive t o be a r esou r ce cen t er an d ?THE? voice on bu ildin g issu es. We do t h is by edu cat in g ou r m em ber s, pr ovidin g
n et w or k in g oppor t u n it ies an d advocat in g pr ogr essive gr ow t h in t h e com m u n it ies.

